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their turn come to die they also divide their land so that each
male offspring can have an independent status. Thus does the
original holding become less and less until it cannot support
a family. This is known as fragmentation, and is a problem
to which the Government has addressed itself for some time
without success.
There are also a villager's religious susceptibilities. He
is usually a Hindu, and a Hindu's reverence for certain forms
of life is well known. The cow is specially sacred. In all
Hindu cities the cow can wander about the busiest streets
obstructing traffic and diverting pedestrians with the utmost
freedom. She can even lie on the pavement or across a
thronged bazaar. People feed her with pride in their hearts.
No Hindu shopkeeper will refuse a cow her breakfast should
she visit him with an empty stomach. This is all very beau/
tiful, but it is a heavy burden in a materialistic world. It
has been calculated that the maintenance of wandering cows
and other animals of a relatively uneconomic nature costs
India 176 crores of rupees every year, or four times as much as
she receives from her land-tax system.
And what can we say about the villager's unworldly
outlooks Being a Hindu he regards riches, either in money
or in goods, as soilers of the human soul. He despises them
not for what they are but for what they can do. Useful they
may be, but only in leading him to the wrath of Kali or
the displeasure of Siva. The average villager, therefore, is
improvident. He cares not for the morrow. To him a rainy
day is but a test of his ability to progress in unworldlmess; he
hails it as a rift in the clouds of Karma. Is it surprising that
such people are poor *
The Government of India has been blamed for allowing
the villagers to be poor. It is surprising that the Government
of India has not been blamed for the blue of the sky. Now
that we have Congress in power in several provinces of India
either this problem will have to be tackled or the blame shifted
to the constitutional shoulders of the governors. Whatever